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SIX CITIES WATERSHED MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATION MEETING 
Minutes of January 17, 2008 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman Steve Gatlin, Vice-Chair Jim Kosluchar, Treasurer Kevin Hansen, Secretary 

Jean Keely, Joe Rhein, and Pete Molinaro 
 
ABSENT: Mark Lobermeier – SEH 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Ray Marshall – Lawson, Marshall, McDonald & Galowitz, Jim Hafner – City of Blaine 

Stormwater Manager, Jamie Schurbon – Anoka Conservation District Water Resource 
Specialist, and Steve Woods – BWSR Assistant Director 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Gatlin at 1:40 PM. 
 
 
2. APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 18, 2007 REGULAR MEETING: 
 

MOTION by Hansen, seconded by Molinaro, to approve minutes of October 18, 2007.  Approved 
unanimously. 

 
 
3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 
 

Rhein put forth the recommendation that Six Cities WMO officers for 2008 remain as designated from 
2007: 
   Steve Gatlin, Chairman 
   Jim Kosluchar, Vice Chairman 
   Kevin Hansen, Treasurer 
   Jean Keely, Secretary 
 
MOTION by Molinaro, seconded by Hansen, to elect officers as recommended.  Approved unanimously. 

 
 
4. RECEIVE TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 

a. Bills 
 
 Lawson, Marshall, McDonald & Galowitz (Oct. 2007 Mtg Attendance)...........................$ 540.00 
 SEH (Mtg Attendance October 2007)...............................................................................$ 125.00 
 
 ................................................................................................................... TOTAL     $ 665.00 

 
MOTION by Molinaro, seconded by Keely, to pay bills.  Approved unanimously. 
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b. 2008 Budget 
 
 See discussion and motion to amend budget under 7. ANOKA CONSERVATION DISTRICT WORK 
 PLAN.  

 
MOTION by Keely, seconded by Rhein, to approve the 2008 Budget as amended.  Approved 
unanimously.  
Gatlin will contact Lobermeier for a new estimate on plan update and will email proposal to all 
members.  Work Plan update will be presented at the April meeting. 

 
 
5. BWSR INFORMATION: 

 
Steve Woods, Assistant Director of BWSR, spoke to the Board on MN Rules and watershed management 
of the 1990’s.  For the next phase of watersheds, Woods stated that the Legislature wants BWSR to 
crack down on watershed management.  Clean Water Legacy funds need results.  There was a 
Legislative call for performance review programs.  Woods stated that Six Cities board members are not in 
compliance with Statutes.  He noted that the Six Cities Management Plan has expired and annual reports 
are short on information.  Upon inquiry by Chair Gatlin about level of detail to bring the Management Plan 
into compliance, Woods stated he was unsure of update needs.  He stated that the Plan update should 
document who’s doing what in the WMO.  Woods questioned whether Six Cities WMO wants to continue 
to exist or split into adjacent watershed districts.  He stated that BWSR will defend the right to be a WMO 
if that is Six Cities’ goal.  The Board needs to decide how and if it should continue.  Woods cited a 1999 
law which states WMO board members are not to be consultants or City staff, and he noted that the Six 
Cities JPA sets no term limits for board members.  For these reasons, it is BWSR staff’s opinion that the 
WMO is not in compliance with MN Rules and will get further clarification in the coming months.  Woods 
stated he is to report back to the Legislature within one year.  He noted BWSR’s attorney, the Attorney 
General, will discuss these issues with Six Cities’ attorney if needed.  He informed that WMO’s will now 
be reviewed every five years.  Woods stated that the Management Plan is like a job description and 
review results will be posted on their website.  He reiterated that Board Members and the Management 
Plan update are two key issues that should be addressed and that more information is needed in the 
2007 Annual Report. 

 
 
6. 2007 RESULTS PRESENTATION: 

 
Jamie Schurbon, Anoka Conservation District Water Resource Specialist, presented the 2007 Six Cities 
Watershed draft results of work performed.  Water quality problems in Pleasure Creek were discussed. 
Pleasure Creek is already listed as an impaired water and test results indicate a water quality problem.  
Because Pleasure Creek is listed as an impaired water, a TMDL report will need to be written.  A TMDL 
report will include investigation, report, and implementation.  In the short term, additional monitoring can 
be done upstream to diagnose pollution sources, and this work could become part of a TMDL study or 
lead to water quality improvement projects.  If Six Cities does not address the issue, then the State will 
prepare a TMDL at Six Cities cost.  Diagnostic testing upstream would also help with the 3rd generation 
Plan update.  Need to show that we are making progress toward “maximum extent practical”. 

 
 
7. ANOKA CONSERVATION DISTRICT WORK PLAN: 

 
Jamie Schurbon, Anoka Conservation District Water Resource Specialist, reviewed the proposed 2008 
SCWMO Plan of Work dated January 3, 2008.  Work Items No. 1 thru 4 are the same as previous years.  
This includes monitoring Laddie Lake water quality, which is done every 3 years and is due again in 2008. 
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Work Item No. 5 is new and proposes diagnostic testing needed to identify pollutant sources for Pleasure 
Creek.  There may be grant dollars available.  Discussion about how to address impaired waters like 
Pleasure Creek occurred.  Members felt that individual Cities that contribute to impaired water bodies will 
need to prepare TMDL’s per water body.  The WMO’s role should be to do monitoring, identify the action 
needed, and each City must take the lead on implementation. WMO member direction for 2008 was to 
move upstream on Pleasure Creek for additional testing for $1600. 

 
MOTION by Hansen, seconded by Molinaro, to amend the proposed budget for the lake monitoring 
program to $3,750.  Approved unanimously. 
 
 

8. CORRESPONDENCE: 
 

a. BWSR letter dated December 27, 2007. 
 

b. Discussion regarding Steve Woods/BWSR’s comments:  Attorney Marshall stated the WMO exists 
because of the JPA and that the Six Cities Councils need to decide how to handle BWSR’s comments.  
The Six Cities Councils need to amend the JPA or look at governance issues of why the Cities wanted 
the JPA as it currently exists.  If the Cities want to keep the Joint Powers approach, they need to get 
the Management Plan in order by having WMO Engineer Lobermeier start on a Plan Update.  Board 
members need to approach their respective City Councils with the 1994 Amended JPA and if the JPA 
still reflects their intent, then request a motion/resolution of support for the 1994 Amended JPA.  Keely 
is to email the 1994 Amended JPA to board members for this purpose. 

 
 
9. OTHER BUSINESS: 

 
a. Checked roster for accuracy.  A 2008 roster will be distributed by email to all members. 

 
b. Check City Resolutions for member appointment and email a copy to Keely for the 2008 records. 

 
c. Office of State Auditor – Noted that reporting requirements are changing. 

 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

MOTION by Rhein, seconded by Keely, to adjourn the meeting.  Approved unanimously. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM. The next meeting is scheduled for April 17, 2008, at 1:30 p.m. at 
Blaine City Hall. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
       
Jean M. Keely, Recording Secretary 
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SIX CITIES WATERSHED MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATION MEETING 
Minutes of April 17, 2008 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman Steve Gatlin, Treasurer Kevin Hansen, Secretary Jean Keely, Joe Rhein, and 

Peter Molinaro 
 
ABSENT: Vice-Chair Jim Kosluchar 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Ray Marshall – Lawson, Marshall, McDonald & Galowitz, Mark Lobermeier – SEH, 
 Layne Otteson – City of Fridley Assistant Public Works Director, and Jim Hafner – City of 

Blaine Stormwater Manager 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Gatlin at 1:40 PM. 
 
 
2. APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 17, 2008 REGULAR MEETING: 
 

MOTION by Hansen, seconded by Molinaro, to approve minutes of January 17, 2008.  Approved 
unanimously. 

 
 
3. RECEIVE TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 

a. Bills 
 
 Lawson, Marshall, McDonald & Galowitz (Jan 08 Mtg Attendance) ...............................$ 774.00 
 Anoka Conservation District (2008 BioMonitoring, Lake Level Monitoring ........................$ 3,442.80 
      Website Postings, and Water Quality Monitoring) 
 City of Blaine (WMO Newspaper Publishing – Annual Communication)………………$        82.00 
 IPC Printing (WMO Letterhead and Envelopes)………………………………………….$      278.00 
 ................................................................................................................... TOTAL     $ 4,576.80 

 
MOTION by Rhein, seconded by Molinaro, to pay bills.  Approved unanimously. 

 
b. Financial Report 
 
 The Financial Report dated April 17, 2008 was presented by Treasurer Hansen.   

 
MOTION by Molinaro, seconded by Gatlin, to accept the Financial Report dated April 17, 2008.  
Approved unanimously. 
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4. BWSR INFORMATION: 

 
a. Performance Review and Assistance Program 

Manual was sent to each board member by Steve Woods, Assistant Director of MN Board of Water and 
Soil Resources (BWSR).  It was noted that Appendix C of the manual lists Six Cities WMO as having 
an overdue Watershed Management Plan and Appendix F lists performance standards for Watershed 
Management Organizations. 

 
b. Board Representatives 

Steve Wood’s letter dated March 4, 2008, requests a formal response from Six Cities WMO regarding 
the legal status of representatives serving on the board.  Chairman Gatlin discussed this request with 
Melissa Lewis of BWSR and indicated that Six Cities WMO was collecting information to send to 
BWSR.  Secretary Keely has received the City Resolutions from Blaine, Coon Rapids, Spring Lake 
Park, and Fridley that designated each City’s board member.  Once Secretary Keely receives the 
Resolution that designated the board members from Hilltop and Columbia Heights, the six resolutions 
will be forwarded to Attorney Marshall to be attached to a cover letter of response to BWSR. 

 
c. Annual Fiscal and Activity Reports 

Financial statements for 2007 will be received in May.  A draft Activity Report was prepared by 
Secretary Keely and was distributed to each board member for their review and comment.  There is a 
section that requires input from each community to report on 2007 work performed within each City’s 
Six Cities WMO boundary.  The Activity Report is due to BWSR within 120 days of the new fiscal year, 
which was calculated to be April 29, 2008.   
 
MOTION by Hansen, seconded by Molinaro, to accept the 2007 Activity Report and forward it to 
BWSR.  Approved unanimously. 

 
d. Management Plan 

Status of a 3rd generation plan was discussed.  Mark Lobermeier, SEH, indicated that two “WMO Plan 
CIP and 3rd Generation Planning” memos dated July 15, 2004 and October 20, 2004 were presented to 
the board.  At the July 15, 2004 board meeting, a scoping phase was authorized.  At the October 21, 
2004 board meeting, the SEH memo dated October 20, 2004 was presented that recommended 
processing minor plan amendments to keep the plan current.  No action was taken at the October 21st 
meeting or board meetings held in 2005.  At the January 19, 2006 board meeting, the board discussed 
an update to the management plan and that an update could trigger a full review by outside agencies.  
The consensus of the board was to put the plan update on hold and have it discussed with annual 
goals at the first meeting of each year.  There has been no action since the January 2006 meeting. 
 
The current plan includes a CIP through 2005.  BWSR has indicated that the Six Cities WMO plan is 
not current.  BWSR has not yet provided the official note that is required by provision to require action 
within twelve months.  Mark Lobermeier indicated that a plan update is typically considered within two 
years of the last date included in the previous plan, but is not required.  Watershed Districts typically 
revise their plan every ten years.  SEH can provide a scope of work to BWSR for approval.  The 
components of a plan update could include direction from each community.  Each City would check 
their own management plan for consistency, as well as their NPDES permits, nondeg reports, and 
TMDL report’s that have been prepared since the last Six Cities WMO plan was adopted.  Local Plans 
can be utilized for management details in each City and can have more rigorous requirements then MN 
Rules Chapter 8410 minimums.   
 
MOTION by Rhein, seconded by Hansen, to authorize SEH to prepare a cover letter and forward their 
October 2004 work plan to BWSR, asking for clarification/review of MN Rules Chapter 8410.  Approved 
unanimously. 
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e. Reconsideration of 1994 Restated Joint Powers Agreement 

The Board discussed the meaning of being a Watershed Management Organization and the intent of 
the original 1983 and 1994 Joint Powers Agreements.  The Cities of Blaine and Spring Lake Park have 
City 
 
Council resolutions that reaffirm their Council’s continued support of Six Cities WMO and the 1994 
Restated JPA.  Columbia Heights will forward minutes from their City Council’s discussion that 
reaffirmed their continued support of Six Cities WMO.  Fridley, Hilltop, and Coon Rapids will forward 
their City Council information to Secretary Keely.  Once information has been received from all six 
Cities, the information will be forwarded to Attorney Marshall for submittal to BWSR.  

 
 
5. CORRESPONDENCE: 

 
a. City of Coon Rapids Comprehensive Plan – No action taken. 
 
b. City of Coon Rapids Wellhead Protection Plan – No action taken. 

 
c. Letter from Anoka Community Council – No action taken. 

 
d. Letter from Springbrook Nature Center – Springbrook Nature Center staff must first meet with the City 

of Fridley to look at the previous project and final project report.  Springbrook staff can come to the next 
Six Cities WMO meeting if they have additional information to present.     

 
 
6. OTHER BUSINESS: 

 
a. City of Fridley will prepare the advertisement for solicitation of professional services as required by 

MN Statutes. 
 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

MOTION by Rhein, seconded by Hansen, to adjourn the meeting.  Approved unanimously. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 PM. The next meeting is scheduled for July 17, 2008, at 1:30 p.m. at 
Blaine City Hall. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
       
Jean M. Keely, Recording Secretary 
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